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Lou Kennedy to receive Dr. Charles Townes Individual Lifetime Achievement Award 

Lou Kennedy, CEO and Owner of Nephron Pharmaceuticals, will receive InnoVision’s 2022 Dr. 

Charles Townes Individual Achievement Award at the virtual InnoVision Awards Ceremony on 

Nov 15th.  The Charles Townes award honors individuals who have exhibited a sustained 

commitment to the advancement of technology and the community through their technology-

oriented and innovative contributions. Lou Kennedy is a recognized leader and an advocate for 

innovation --  at Nephron Pharmaceuticals, in the South Carolina bioscience community, and 

within the state overall.   

Under Lou Kennedy’s leadership, Nephron has experienced unprecedented growth, producing 

one billion doses of life-saving medication annually and employing 2000 people.  At Nephron, 

she implemented collaboration tools to enhance team innovation and advocated for innovations 

in process automation and sustainability.  In 2017, Nephron won an honorable mention award for 

Global Facility of the Year from the International Society for Pharmaceutical Engineering 

(ISPE), where the company was hailed for innovation and automation.  More recently, she led 

Nephron in a partnership with Clemson University to develop a flexible, easy to use, open-source 

benchtop robot that can fill, cap and seal sterile syringes, part of a larger commitment to the 

integration of automation, AI and robotics in the pharmaceutical industry.   

Beyond Nephron, Lou Kennedy has served as an innovation leader within the South Carolina 

bioscience industry.  She served as the Chair of the South Carolina Biotechnology Industry 

Organization, SCBIO, a statewide life sciences industry association. She also established the 

Kennedy Pharmacy Innovation Center at the University of South Carolina College of Pharmacy, 

which integrates entrepreneurship, communications, and health science into the pharmacy 

program.  As part of her commitment to innovative approaches to STEM education, Lou 

Kennedy served as co-chair of Creator’s Wanted, an interactive cross-country touring platform 

by the National Association of Manufacturers (NAM) that showcases modern manufacturing 

careers to students, parents, and educators.    
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Kennedy is a Past Chair of the South Carolina Chamber of Commerce and was appointed by 

Governor Henry McMaster to serve on the Executive Committee of the South Carolina Research 

Authority (SCRA), a public non-profit corporation that supports and promotes South Carolina’s 

innovation economy.  She was recognized as the 2020 Business Leader of the Year by the South 

Carolina Chamber of Commerce and won the Ernst & Young’s Entrepreneur of the Year Award 

for the region.  

Amy Robichaud, Chair of the InnoVision Awards Board said, “The entire InnoVision Awards 

board offers congratulations to Lou Kennedy.  In the words of prior Townes Award Honorees, 

‘Lou Kennedy embodies the Charles Townes Individual Achievement Award.’ ”   

The InnoVision Charles Townes Individual Achievement Award, sponsored by KYOCERA 

AVX, is named for the late Charles Townes.  Dr. Townes was a graduate of Greenville High 

School and Furman University and is the only person other than the Dalai Lama and Mother 

Teresa to win both a Nobel Prize and a Templeton Prize.   

The InnoVision Awards Celebration will be live-streamed on November 15.  All who register in 

advance via www.innovisionawards.org or via InnoVision Awards Eventbrite page will be able 

to join other innovators and champions of innovation for the event without charge.  In addition to 

the tributes to Lou Kennedy, the celebration will include a showcase of finalists and 

announcement of winners in six additional award categories. Previews of the finalists’ 

innovations can be viewed by clicking here. 
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